EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



The ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland t 
to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for the Year ending 25th 
March 1849. 



( Pursuant to Act of Parliament, 53 Geo. 3, c. 107.) 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK 
EARL OF CLARENDON, LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND 
GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, &e. &c. &c. 



W E, “ the Commissioners of Education in Ireland,” constituted and appointed 
by an Act of Parliament made in the 53d year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, do, in obedience thereunto, respectfully submit 
to your Excellency a General Report of the Proceedings of the Board for the 
year ending the 25th day of March 1849. 

The Head Mastership of Armagh Royal School having become vacant by the 
decease of the late Doctor Miller, his Grace the Lord Primate, in whom the 
right to appoint the Master is vested, having by public advertisement solicited 
the competition of candidates both from England and Ireland, selected to fill 
that office the Rev. W. H. Guillemard, late a Fellow of Pembroke College, 
Cambridge, at whose suggestion very extensive alterations and improvements 
have been made in the school-house, and several new regulations with regard to 
the school have also been made by this Board. 

And we are happy to be enabled to state to your Excellency, that although 
but a short time has elapsed since the establishment has been opened, the number 
of pupils, both resident and daily, is already very considerable. 

The Reports of the Masters, which show an extensive and useful course of 
instruction both classical and scientific, do not exhibit any very material altera- 
tion in the attendance of pupils at the Royal Schools of Dungannon, Enniskillen, 
Cavan and Raphoe, since our last Report to your Excellency ; but in some cases 
it has been stated to us, that the pressure of the times has operated injuriously to 
the Schools, by deterring parents from sending their sons to them. 

A representation having been made to us, as to the course of religious instruc- 
tion given at Dungannon Royal School, we have issued directions to the Master, 
which we trust will have the effect of removing any feeling that might, in this 
respect, be prejudicial to this School. 

To the Carysfort Royal School, we, at the suggestion of the Master, have 
lately made a small grant of books to form a Library, which he states to us will 
be highly acceptable, and very advantageous to the humble class of Students who 
frequent this School, which is situated in a mountainous district of the county 
of Wicklow. 

The School of Banagher has, since our last Report, been opened by the new 
Master appointed by your Excellency, with a number of pupils greater than 
during any period of his predecessor’s incumbency. 

And in connexion with the Royal Schools, we beg to report to Yonr Excel- 
lency, that we are paying to the under-named Students in the University, who. 
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after an examination by Fellows of tlie College, have been by us elected Royal 
Scholars, the several annual amounts affixed to their names : 



From Armagh Royal School : 



S. Gibson 
E. F. Rambaut 
II. W. Robinson 
J. Rice - 



50/. per annum, 
50 1. „ 

40/. 

25/. 



From Dungannon Royal School : 



E. C. Carroll 


- 50/. per annum. 


R. Dowse - 


- 40/. 


F. Dobbyn - 


- 30/. 


R. Heatly - 


- 30/. 


C. Campbell - 


- 50/. 


W. Wallace - 


- 50 /. „ 


it. Moore - 


- 20/. 


W. Gwynne - 


- 50/. 


A. Richey - 


- 30/. 


E. Nixon - 


- 30/. 


From Enniskillen RoyaL 


School ; 



T. Adamson - 
J. A. Weir - 
J. Gwynne 
J. J. Fletcher - 
W. Caine 
R. Parke 
F. G. Evelyn - 
R. Rogers 
R. F. Smith - 



- 50/. per annum. 

- 30/. 

- 50/. 

- 30/. 

- 50/. 

- 30/. 

- 50 /. 

- 30/. 

- 25/. 



On the Foundation at Enniskillen Royal School : 

xml" g>jp««™n. 

w. Bradford - on/ ” 

H. M. Rogers - . . - 20/ ” 

Excellency, thatwe have from time to time, by the 
taken cate to lceeD the h J“° ne y. as our ar °hitect reported to be necessary, 
and subtota stetfoAepdr. bel0nSmg *° ““ Vari ° US R ° yal Scllools ia a S ood 
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are Londonderry, B^dom^Waterford^Midleton^md a ^ ended ’ 
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the condition of the tenant^,, 00 "^?™ ^ P ° rtlon of our time aa d attention to 
Bader the direction of n, 1T / ^ 0Ur ^ 1 ^ ere P t estates j aQ d we have endeavoured, 
power to those tenants agents ’ to | 1Ye ^ much employment as lay in our 
this has been generallv off ^P 01 . 1 ?? t0 he most in need of assistance; 

drainage, by makinn Lfj?' ed b F P rovldl ng for them work on the estates by 
straight, and in some^insta * nd fences, squaring fields, making boundaries 

for the enffiration omdr'S” 8 8eed ’ and ° ther matterS neces - 

grants, enaSfteMrfiS 6 have been very small, we have, by moderate 

raros that were heremfa.l , Wh ° oc ™P led them to emigrate to America ; and thus 
enlarged by the addition 8111811 t0 su PP ort families, have been sufficiently 
f ™' tl0n °f Aose previously held by the emigrants. 

On 
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On the Raphoe School Estate, situated at Towna willy, in the county of Done- 
gal, although we have every year, under the superintendence of our resident 
agent, in addition to all the proceeds arising from that estate, expended large 
sums in giving employment to the tenantry — in squaring the farms— in building 
and establishing a school for them — and by using every exertion in our power to 
reclaim both the estate and the persons located thereon, we regret to be obliged 
to report to your Excellency, that the lawless spirit which so long prevailed in 
this mountainous district, but which we had hoped had died away, has again 
exhibited itself in a barbarous attempt to destroy the lives of our agent and of his 
family, and we beg to report that we, co-operating with your Excellency’s 
Government, are using every exertion to bring to justice the parties concerned in 
this outrage against a gentleman whose exertions for the good of the tenantry 
have met with the unanimous and warm approbation of the gentry resident in 
that neighbourhood. 

And we have to report, that we have deemed it right to make a grant to our 
agent of the sum of 100 /. as a testimony of our opinion of the exertions made 
by him in his endeavours to reclaim this estate, and as some compensation for 
the great expense incurred by him in consequence of the attack upon his family. 
We have also determined to place at his disposal a sum of money by which he 
may assist in enabling such of the tenantry to emigrate as it is desirable should 
be removed from this estate. 

On the Clonmel School Estate we have to report to your Excellency, that we 
are about to expend in draining a sum of 7 50 1. advanced to us by the Board of 
Works, pursuant to the provisions of the 10 Viet. c. 32. 

And in reference to our Estates generally, we beg to report, that in conse- 
quence of the great difficulty in procuring payment of rents, and the imperative 
necessity that exists for an increased expenditure by us upon the estates during 
the last few years, the funds at our disposal have been very considerably 
diminished. 

As regards the visitation directed by us to be held at Tuam Diocesan School, 
we have to state to your Excellency, that although we have strong reason to be 
dissatisfied with the manner in which the Master discharged his duty, the Report 
of the Visitors not appearing to us to contain a case sufficiently strong to warrant 
his dismissal, the opinion of the Board has been conveyed to the Master in a 
way which we trust will have the effect of preventing any further cause of 
complaint. 

In the case of the District Diocesan School of Kilmore, Raphoe and Clogher, 
we have to report, that we have issued a precept for a Visitation to he specially 
held thereon. 

And we have to state, that we have paid to the credit of the Paymaster of 
Civil Services the sum of 51/. Qs. 8 d., being in full discharge of the sum of 
1 283/. 16 s. heretofore advanced by Government for the repair of Raphoe 
School-house. 

All which we respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 

(signed) MAZIERE BRADY, C. (l.s.) 

JOHN G. ARMAGH. (l.s.) 

F. BLACKBURNE. (l.s.) 

JAMES CORK & CLOYNE. (l.s.) 

EDWARD MEATH. (l.s.) 

FRANC SADLEIR. (l.s.) 

ROBERT SHAW. (l.s.) 

C. R. ELRINGTON. (l.s.) 



8, Clare-street, Dublin, 
2 April 1849. 



W m Cotter Kyle , 

Secretary. 
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